Structure
The body of work should be presented as a series of sections, with each major section starting on a new page. Subsections should continue on same page as the previous subsection. A conventional format suitable for many essays projects is: (i) introduction (ii) problem or issue identification (iii) reference to the research evidence for theoretical and empirical support; (iv) conclusions (v) recommendations, and (vi) a list of references.

Length
The length should be 2,000 words (+/-5%). The word count, does not include tables or figures, reference list, or appendices (though appendices should be kept to an absolute minumum, and probably not used at all). Unnecessary padding or verbosity should be avoided - the word count is limited enough as it is. One of the skills being examined is the ability to write succinctly to a brief. An indicative brief is as follows:

Breakdown of word count
1. Title Page – Name of topic issue you choose – essential – not included in word count
2. Introduction – Approx. 200 words – essential
3. Problem statement / issue identification – Paginated – Approx. 500 words – essential
4. Research evidence – Paginated – Approx. 750 words – essential
5. Conclusion – essential Approx. 250 words
6. Management recommendations – Paginated – essential – Approx. 250 words
7. Referencing – Paginated  - essential – not included in words count

TOPICS OF CHOICE ON NEXT PAGE – CHOOSE ONE FOR YOUR RESEARCH ESSAY
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1. Historically, women have been excluded from many forms of physical act
Discuss how, body construction, modesty, dress and social role were complict in the
regulation of women's bodies during the late nineteenth century and how similar
factors influence women's partcipation in sport in the twenty-fist century.

2. Sportand Drugs
Can sociology help us to explain the use of performance enhancing drugs in sport?
Drawing on both functionalist theory and conflct theory, outline approaches to
studying why deviance i.¢. doping in sport, occurs.

‘What strategies,if any, should we develop to control doping? Is doping a problem in
rish sport?
Issues to consider include conformity, deviance and the sports ethic

3. Sport and Race/identity
Are the concepts of race, ethnicity snd national ideatity valid?
How have the concepts impacted on sport?
‘Consider the impact o these concepts in elation to sport on the sland of Ieland
where sport and identity are ntertwined from any carly age
1 porta st whersetnicity a idenity can b chalenged?
Drw ontlas e scilogialtheory. e 8. rtical theey o fnctionlism o
explain your approach
Istus t0 consider include conformity, ideology and the sports ethic.

4. Sportand Identity: Gender
Draw on at least one sociological theory to assess the following statements and their
relevance to sport
‘Gender i a social consiructthat outlines the roles, behaviours, acivities and atributes
that a particular society believes are appropriate for men and women.

Gender norms are not fixed - they evolve over time, vary substantially from place to
place, and are subject to change

The assignment of these roles and the adoption of these traits can create gender
incquiies — differences belween men and women that systematically favour one
groupto the detriment of the other

Issues to consider include advertising and sexism in sport, patrarchy and gender
ideology, sport and marginalisation (e.g. gay and lesbian athletes), sport a5 3.
celebration of masculinity

5. Sport and Commercialisation
Assess the notion that sports organisations (¢ 8. football clubs, NBA and NFL teams)
are essentially *profit maximising business enterprises’

Consider the growing influence of commercialisation i sport.

What is the particular value of sport to corporations e.¢. TV and media organisations,
sponsorship deals?

Are there positive and negative impacts from the commercialisation of sport?




